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recommendation

Austrian Council for Research and Technology Development 3 December 2008

Recommendation Concerning the Use of Funds
from the National Foundation for RTD in 2009

Preamble

In recent years there has been a rapid decline in the resources of the
National Foundation for RTD which now fall well below the amount
proposed in the Notes to the Act. The National Founda tion estimates that
in 2009 it will have only EUR 60 million at its disposal, less than half the
amount originally anticipated and also significantly less than the average
amount available in recent years. The Foundation as an additional source of
funding for research only makes sense if it is also adequately endowed (see
also the Notes to the Act). This raises the question of whether the original
aims and purpose of the Foundation can still be achieved and fulfilled given
the massive reduction in resources.

To enable the Foundation to fulfil its aims and also guarantee multi-year
planning certainty, the necessary volume of funds must be made avail able
on a regular basis. The law offers a framework for the endowment of the
Foundation:

“Paragraph 4 (3) Furthermore, the Foundation may also be endowed with funds
earmarked for this purpose in the yearly Federal Finance Act.”

The Austrian Council once again notes that the discussion regarding the use
of Foundation funds can only be conducted taking into account other
sources of R&D funding (ordinary budget, indirect funding). One
consequence of the principle of communicating vessels is the need for a
comprehensive approach in the form of bundled recommendation activities
on the part of the Austrian Council and bundled decision-making activities
on the part of the Foundation Board.
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structures. Neither can the focus be upon generating greater publicity for
the Foundation; however, trans parency must be guaranteed during the
appli cation process and with regard to the selection procedures (including
the criteria), as well as during the handling by the beneficiaries and use of
the funds by the beneficiaries and the respective project initiators.

The Austrian Council welcomes the revision of the guiding principles and
has already offered to become actively involved in the restructuring process
and has taken first steps in this regard. In this connection, the Austrian
Council explicitly draws attention to the recommendation it issued on 14
March 2008 to sharpen the profile of the National Foundation for RTD

and ensure planning certainty.

Recommendation Concerning the National Foundation for
RTD 2009

Pursuant to Paragraph 11 Section 1 Line 1 of the Act establishing the
National Foundation for RTD, the Chairman of the National Foundation
on 23 September 2008 invited the Austrian Council for Research and
Technology Development to issue a statement and recommendation by 3
December 2008 concerning the use of the Foundation’s resources in 2009
based on the applications received from beneficiaries.

The Council for Research and Technology Devel opment has discussed the
applications submitted and unanimously reached the following result:



Banaficlary | Applicant Recomma nd ation

Lise Meitner Programme for Foreign Resaanchers

FFG Natipnal Foundation financing can be recommended if sufficiant funds ane avaitable.

Bridging Progamme (Bridge)

FFG Hesdquanier Tho Aarstrian Council oonsiders that FRG applications qualify for the RTD Maticnal Foundstien
and recoimimends that funding should be prowvided. |n particular, the Coundl welcomes the
fact that the programme line *Ressanch Headguaner will be financed from a single sounoa.
The programime should be fully funded by the RTD Kational Foundafion.

FWF In accondance with the recommeandation made on 3. 12. 2007, the Austran Council

recomimends that the programime should be funded . Howsaver, this funding should not come
finom ihe National Foundation bul onoe again fom e ordinary budget

PWF Thematic Programmes (special resaanh anaas,

Thee Aarstrian Council oonsiders that PWF applications qualify for the RTD National

Ludwiy Boltzmann Instiue

netiona neseanch nadwmoris) Foundation and mommimends tha funding should be provided.

CDG

Chirisfian Doppler Laboratories Thee Ausrian Council nsiders that PWE applications qualify for the FTD National Foundation
and recommends that funding should be prwided.

LBG

Tha Ausirian Council mcommends financing the programime with funds from the National
Foundation. On the hasks of the applications, it i recommeanded that full funding already b
pwided 40 3 Sdected instiute from e funds for 2008 The Austrian Council suggests
salecting for eample, the LB for Cancer Resaarch for support and full funding.

Oaw
Ausirian Acadamy of Sciences

In accondance with the recommeandation made on 3. 12 2007, the Ausidan Council recom-
meand:s thet nd National Foundation funding should be made avaitable. Instead, J| funding
should ba provided from the budgets of the relevant ministries

1 Biomedical Ageing Ressarch

1 Molecular Epigenatics and Development Genetics of Plants

Vintum Capital Initiathe

0 Space Ressarch

1 Damogephic Program

1 Climate Ressach In cxnmection with the Instiute for Climste Reseach it should be noded that, in the inleests
of tenspanency, this should be funded by the Climate and Enangy Fund.

AWS I i mcsipe, e Acrstrian Coundil wel ooimes the usa of the Foundation D ventune capital

activifies, howaver, funding should not be provided wndl the model hes been revisad. The
Ausrian Council recommends first of all defining suitable framework conditions and ident-
fifing possible opfions. Onca the condent has bean revised and fhe model adapied, consider-
ation should definiiely be ghen nmd year o the option of making adequae (io be defived in
e course of the revision) lomg-temm funding avilable from the National Foundation for
werturng capital inftiatives. The Austrian Council thesdom recommands that no funding should
b prowided in 200¢. An exdemal neport comimissionad by thea Austrian Council hes baen
fonwanded 1o the Foundation Boand.

Sustainahie use of anengy and renewabls resounces

Fumding i not recomimeamnded.

HDS / Frame Sleapars for the LSA

Funding is nof recommeandad.

page 3




